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What does Paul the apostle say about gain?  We read in 1st Timothy 6:5-10, “Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself.  But godliness with contentment is great gain.  For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.  And having food and raiment let us be there with content.  But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows”.  In my whole ministerial life I have never heard one of these prosperity ministries quote this passage of scripture.  Time nor space does not permit me to comment on this passage of scripture, but I want to simply high light  some very important points.  Paul said that these people have corrupt minds, what a tragedy, they are destitute of the truth in believing that gain is godliness, and from such we are to with draw ourselves.  Paul said godliness with contentment is what is true gain .  We brought nothing into this world and it is a certainty that we will take nothing out with us when we leave.  Of the many funerals that I have preached I have never seen a U-haul attached to a hearse going to the cemetery.  Having food and raiment we are told to be content.  However, blind watchmen desire to be rich and thus they will fall and have fallen into temptation.  They will also fall into a snare and that snare will bring them into many a foolish and hurtful lust which will drown them 











with destruction and perdition.  The word Perdition in the Greek # 684 means ruin and the exclusion from salvation.  Their love for money has made them evil and the fact that they have coveted money they have now erred or (been seduced) from the faith and thus they have brought upon themselves many sorrows.  The lust and appetites of this old world have damned many a soul who first begun in the spirit, but they ended up in the flesh.  We must ponder the profound words of Jesus our Lord in Mark 8:36 &37, “For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?  Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul”? Just last month we saw another televangelist step down from the presidency of a large university due to a scandal concerning the misappropriation of funds concern-ing a lavish and opulent life style.  I’ve often questioned, when is enough, enough?  Just how many homes, auto-mobiles, jet aircraft does one man or woman of God have to have to be content?  I read just the other day where one ministry had about nine aircraft. From the inspired word of God, Isaiah said, they can never have enough.  Do you hear those convicting words “they can never have enough”!   Let me say I am thankful for all the missionary work such as food along with learning centers that goes on around the world through ministries, I am only speaking of those who seek their own personal gain and consumption.  I too have ministered in other countries around the world in many ways to those who are not blessed to live here in America.  We have sent monies, bibles, books, and we’ve helped to roof churches, and even helped to build dormitories for homeless orphans, to name just a few.  These are true ministry helps.  But today when men





seek their own they become blind and lose their vision regarding the purpose of Christ and his efficacious work and that is to save a lost and dying world.  Paul said in Philippians 2:20 & 21, “For I have no man likeminded, who will naturally care for your state.  For all seek their own, not the things which are Jesus Christ’s”.  Blind watchmen seek their own for they are carnally minded which makes them greedy.  Their heart is not for the lost but their affection is set on themselves.  The Bible says in Proverbs 29:18, “Where there is no vision, the people perish”.  Quoting from Martin Luther, he said “That they  were wild and out of control”.  Paul said in Romans 8:5-8, “For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit.  For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.  Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.  So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God”. My friend there is a storm brewing and this storm that I speak of will take a terrible toil. This storm will be different in that it will be of God and will begin with his so call church. Few ministers are warning the church today, for the message that is from the heart of God is not a popular one at this time.  It is a message of repentance and it is a message of conviction. Many would say that what we preach is doom and gloom but again we preach the heart of God.  All that the pulpiters are giving from the pulpit are mere pep talks along with being politically correct and that in itself is inept and powerless.  Only the preaching of the word of God and Calvary will save this generation.  The Lord is the same yesterday, today and forever, thus what was preached
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